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18 May 1860

Holland, Michigan

At a meeting of the consistory of the First Reformed Church at which Rev. Albertus C. Van
Raalte presided, the committee that called on the [Kommer?] Schadeelees reported that this
family no longer considered itself in "ecclesiastical connection" with First Reformed Church. This
family was now in connection with the Graafschap congregation that seceded from the Reformed
Protestant Dutch Church in 1857. New members by transfer and confession of faith were
received into membership. The committee that was appointed to visit the C. Vorst family learned
that their baby had not been baptized but the family intended to join the Graagschap church. The
church building was threatened with sagging because of blowing sand. A member of the
consistory was appointed to look into the matter.
In Dutch; translation by Rev. William and Althea Buursma, 2000.
Original in the records of the Pillar Christian Reformed Church at the Joint Archives of Holland,
vol. H, pp. 137-138.
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ARTICLE 13— The next m etitCcTfithe consistory will be on Friday, May 18.
The meeting was do_nEd with prayer by Brother Kamper.
G. Wakker, clerk
Consistory Meeting of May 18, 1860
Absemt: Brothers Wilterdink, te Roller, and Vork.
ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened with prayer by the president, Rev. A. C. van
Raalte.
The minutes were read and approved, with the exception of a correction by Brother van
de Luyster, who inquired whether something should be added to Article 2, after
reviewing it.
ARTICLE 2 — The report of the committee assigned to visit the Schaddelees was
presented. These members have, by virtue of a previous communication, stated that they
do not consider they have any ecclesiastical connection with this congregation, and that
for a long time already they have been listed by the Secessionists at Graafschaap as
members. Consequently, it was decided to make an announcement of this fact to the
congregation.
ARTICLE 3 — Brother Broek reports in the matter of the care of Hubert Bottenberg.
Present circumstances make it impossible for him to be placed at the home of P. Vork.
After investigating the matter and hearing from Brother Kamper, it was decided to place
him in the home of H. Boeve, who has declared that he is willing to accept him. His wife
concurs, because he is an orphan. The further care of Hubert was assigned to Labots and
van de Luyster.
ARTICLE 4 — Membership transfers were received for Geertje Wilterdink, nee Belt, from
Zeeland, dated May 5, 1860, and Tjalligje Doets van de Wall, from Kalamazoo, dated
April 14, 1860. A statement of membership was given to Wilhelmina Johanna Maria van
Raalte.
ARTICLE 5 — Mina Rijnsdorp, Levina Magdalena Schilman, and Lammetje Jans
Visscher entered the meeting for the purpose of making profession of faith leading to
admission to the Lord's Supper. After hearing their profession of faith, the first two were
accepted and, in the case of Lammetje Visscher, it was decided to investigate further,
because of her behavior and lack of obedience and childish behavior in relationship to her
parents. The committee is Rev. van Raalte and Keppel.
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ARTICLE 6 — The committee for C. Vorst reports: Their child has not yet been baptized
by the Secessionists in Graafschaap, but they indicated that it is their intention to join the
church there. Received for information, with the addition that this will not be announced
at the present time.
ARTICLE 7 — The committee for reviewing the financial accounts declared that the
books were found to be in good order. The account book for the church administration
indicates receipts totaling $548.42. There is still an unpaid amount at the bank for
$148.05. Distributions were $378.61.
The book of the deacons indicates that there is a deficit of $45.45. There is a note owing
of $66.00.
The book of the school of the congregation reveals a deficit of $33.00.
ARTICLE 8 — To avoid the sagging of the church building because of blowing sand,
arrangements for necessary improvements were assigned to Brother de Vries.
The next meeting of the consistory is scheduled for June 1.
The meeting was closed by Wakker.

G. Wakker

